A novel method for the management of patients with heparin-induced thrombocytopaenia during cardiac surgery.
A 63-year old, male patient presented with prosthetic valve endocarditis and developed heparin-induced thrombocytopaenia (HIT) following heparin administration for continuous veno-venous haemofiltration. Use of cardiopulmonary bypass in patients suffering from heparin-induced thrombocytopaenia is difficult and challenging. We report a novel method that allows heparin use in patients diagnosed with HIT using Multiplate platelet analyser and iloprost. Platelet function analysis is complex, poorly standardized and time consuming. Multiplate platelet analyser represents a convenient, safe, reliable and rapid system that allows the assessment of platelet dysfunction. It allows objective demonstration of platelet inhibition before administration of heparin, allowing safe establishment of cardiopulmonary bypass in patients suffering from HIT.